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ness unit manager at W.N. Couch Contractors 
in Tulsa, Okla.

Charisse M. Wilson Powell, Meriden, 
Kan., is an attorney for the Kansas Court of 
Appeals in Topeka, Kan. 

97Steve G. Lutjemeier and Andrea 
Pinkerton, Washington, Kan., an-

nounce the birth of their daughter, Ellie Viv-
ian, March 18, 2011.

Scott A. Lynn, Tonganoxie, Kan., is account 
manager at Woodruff Sweitzer in Kansas City, Mo.

Dayra S. Meyer Menold and Terry A. 
Menold, Hiawatha, Kan., announce the birth 
of their daughter, Bristol Louise, July 19, 2011.

Ryan G. Mollnow, Tok, Alaska, is the refuge 
manager of Tetlin National Wildlife Refuge.

Lisa D. Oglesby Albrecht, Albuquerque, 
N.M., is vice president of operations at Skor-
pios Technologies, Inc. 

Deana R. Teske Core and Robert Core, St. 
Marys, Kan., were married June 4, 2011.

98Amy C. Carpenter Kelleher ’98, ’00 
and Michael I. Kelleher (fr), Wichita, 

Kan., announce the birth of their daughter, 
Victoria Carpenter, Oct. 31, 2010.

Brian S. Commerford, Overland Park, 
Kan., is a project engineer at Burns & McDon-
nell in Kansas City, Mo. 

Dave L. Compton, Lenexa, Kan., received 
the 2011 Professional Progress Award from 
K-State.

Jason D. Ellis, Manhattan, Kan., is the 2011 
regional director of the Assn. for Communica-
tion Excellence’s National Extension Technology.

Gregory J. Gehrt, Cypress, Texas, was 
named a 2011 Consulting Specifying Engi-
neers 40 Under 40.

Susan L. Gillespie Sorensen, Ottawa, Kan., 

is a teacher in the Ottawa School District. 
Charles F. Hall Jr., Fayetteville, Ark., 

is equipment manager at the University of 
Arkansas. 

Krista K. Joy Mellen and Bruce A. Mellen, 
Topeka, Kan., were married July 22, 2011. 

Jeanne M. Lynch Copeland ’98, ’00 and 
Chad E. Copeland ’01, Wamego, Kan., an-
nounce the birth of their daughter, Peyton 
Kennedy, March 11, 2011.

Loren B. Minnich, Paola, Kan., is an 
inspector for the Kansas Department of Agri-
culture in Topeka, Kan. 

James R. Schmidt, Manhattan, Kan., 
received the 2011 Professional Progress Award 
from K-State.

Shannon D. Stapleton and Robin Sextro 
Stapleton, Sabetha, Kan., announce the birth 
of their second child, a son, Grant Douglas, 
Feb. 10, 2011. 

Jim Hodgson ’82
University glassblower combines scientific skill with art

Jim Hodgson ’82, 

senior scientific 

glassblower 

in K-State’s 

Department of 

Chemistry, melts 

the ends of two 

glass rods to fuse 

them together.

In grade school, nearly every student 
is required to complete an assignment 

designed to jump-start dreams of the life 
we’ll pursue as adults: “What do I want 
to be when I grow up?”

What’s far rarer is when pre-
adolescent predictions actually come 
true. 

Jim Hodgson ’82 said as a child, his 
aspiration was to become a mad scientist 
and inventor. It turns out he couldn’t 
have hit the mark any closer. As senior 
scientific glassblower in Kansas State 
University’s Department of Chemistry, 
he creates scientific apparatus for 
university researchers — some of which 

are the first of their kind. Research often 
requires specialized equipment that 
doesn’t yet exist, and it’s an academic’s 
idea and Hodgson’s hands that work to 
bring new experiments to life. 

A native of Little River, Kan., 
Hodgson, who majored in geology 
at K-State, learned his craft at Salem 
Community College in Carney’s Point, 
N.J., the only school for scientific 
glassblowing in the U.S. 

The methods of heating, cooling, 
coiling, bending, blending, shaping 
and sealing glass are just as much of an 
artistic process as a scientific one — as 
illustrated by the end products. Many 

of the intricate, complex and often 
otherworldly constructions are as likely 
to be found in an exhibit of modern art 
as they are in Frankenstein’s lab.

“In science, we’re not approaching 
our work from the same vantage point 
as a piece of art,” Hodgson said. “But 
form is just as important as function, 
and many of the techniques of scientific 
glassblowing cross over into the artistic 
realm. I have the opportunity to make 
something beautiful.”

When he’s not sculpting for science, 
Hodgson crafts holiday ornaments for 
the Wrap It Up exhibit at the Manhattan 
Arts Center in Manhattan, Kan.

Proceeds from the sale of his 
creations benefit the arts center and 
a scholarship fund at K-State, named 
in honor of Mitsugi Ohno, the former 
university glassblower who mentored 
Hodgson when he entered the field.

“Both science and art require 
patience, persistence and practice. I’m 
always pushing the limits of what I can 
achieve with my skills and equipment,” 
Hodgson said. “I love what I do, 
and I never want to retire from this 
fascinating, challenging profession.”

— Andrew Zender ’05
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