
Earl and Molly 
McVicker open 
doors with 
two leadership 
scholarships
By Andrew Zender

“It’s our hope that these scholarships will assist future students when 
selecting their schools,” Earl said. “We want to create opportunities 
for the top students to come to K-State and succeed here.”

 “I know how hard it is to make ends meet — to succeed as a student 
and work to pay for tuition,” Molly said. “I was fortunate to receive a 
competitive scholarship when I was an undergrad student at K-State, 
and this is a natural way to provide the same type of support that I 
received.”

Katie Benson, McPherson, Kan.
Freshman, communication sciences and disorders

“This scholarship has helped me and my family so much. My brother 
also attends K-State and if it weren’t for this scholarship, it would 
have been very difficult for my family to put us both through 
college paying full tuition. It’s very inspiring and motivating knowing 
someone is investing in your education. I’m honored to be one of the 
first recipients of this scholarship and I will always be grateful to the 
McVickers for believing in my future.”

Carter Olson, Wamego, Kan.
Freshman, business

“I feel really fortunate that I was chosen to receive this scholarship, 
which has been huge to me. It’s allowed me to focus on school, my 
internship and building skills for my future job, rather than taking 
on a bigger job to pay for school. It’s great having the support of 
people like the McVickers, who are genuinely interested in helping 
me during my college experience. People like them change the lives 
of college students across the country.”

What does it mean to pay it forward? It’s a phrase heard frequently in our 
world, particularly in the world of nonprofits, community organizations 
and higher education. To Earl and Molly McVicker, it’s generating the 
same opportunities that helped them succeed as students.

The McVickers attribute much of their success to the university where 
they first met as freshmen, began dating and married prior to their 
senior years. They both graduated in 1971  — Molly from the College 
of Human Ecology and Earl from the College of Agriculture — and 
it was their time at K-State that they believe prepared them well 
for their lives and careers, which have taken them from Kansas to 
Colorado and back. The McVickers live in Hutchinson, Kan., where 
Earl is president, CEO and chairman of Central Bank and Trust Co.

“We’ve followed Earl’s career opportunities in banking, which has 
a great foundation in K-State,” Molly said. “The skills and flexibility 
I learned at K-State — from my studies to working several jobs to 
pay for my college expenses — allowed me to find positions in 
education, health services and fundraising, and develop the ability to 
balance work and family demands.”

In 2011, the McVickers established two four-year scholarships: 
the Molly and Earl McVicker Leadership Scholarship in the College 
of Human Ecology and the Earl and Molly McVicker Leadership 
Scholarship in the College of Business Administration. The first two 
scholarships — $5,000 each — were given in fall 2011 to Katie 
Benson, McPherson, and Carter Olson, Wamego, both of whom the 
McVickers had an opportunity to meet.

“They were energetic, talented and focused young people,” Molly 
said. “We were so happy to meet them and look forward to getting 
to know them more as they continue their years at K-State.”

With scholarships as one of the top priorities for K-State — and 
realizing that financial aid is an important factor in students’ 
decision making regarding college choice — the McVickers feel that 
establishing the scholarships is a great way to help K-State attract the 
best and brightest students to its campuses.
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