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Few sports offer as many 
exhilarating moments and 

intense action as basketball, 
whether it’s the thrill of a 
buzzer-beating 3-point shot, 
leaping above the rim to snag 
a rebound or throw down 
a ferocious two-handed 
slam dunk, or dashing past 
a defender with a crossover 
dribble and driving into the 
paint for a beautiful layup.

Through the generations, 
basketball has long been 
a cornerstone of K-State 
athletics. Some of the finest 
players to ever step onto 
the court are products of 
the program in Manhattan 
— but it’s no longer just the 
university’s flagship campus 
that boasts heroes of the 
hardwood. A new cohort of 
competitors has emerged 
at K-State Salina, a club 
basketball team full of student-
athletes whose passion for the 
game is having a big impact on 
a small campus.

Cameron Jackson, 
recreational coordinator at 
K-State Salina, serves as the 
team’s coach and adviser. 
It was in spring 2009 when 
Jackson was approached by 
Levi Esses, K-State Salina 
assistant director of college 
advancement for student 
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life, about starting a club basketball 
program. About 20 students signed 
up for the team and began practicing 
immediately, typically starting after 
classes and studying, around 10 p.m. 
and finishing about 1 a.m.

As the team found its footing, 
Jackson worked to raise money to 
acquire uniforms and equipment, hire 
referees and travel to other campuses. 
During the summer, the team hosted 
a high school basketball league (which 
still helps sustain the program now in 
its second year), a free-throw-a-thon 
and other fundraising events. 

“After the guys practiced for about 
two weeks, it was apparent they were 
very serious about the team,” Jackson 
said. “They wanted to be a club team as 
strong as a collegiate-level team.”

 In November 2009, a new 33,000-
square-foot student life center opened 
on campus, affording the newly 
formed squad a state-of-the-art space 
to practice and schedule games. A 
front-page story in The Salina Journal 
sparked community interest in the team 
and drove hundreds to attend the first 
home game against Colby Community 
College. The team played 10 games 
in its first season, taking on Sterling 
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College, Brown Mackie College, 
Hesston College and a few other 
junior colleges and NAIA schools. The 
team went 0-10 in its first season, but 
coaches from other colleges took notice 
of the program and its reputation for 
being an intense competitor, and the 
schedule doubled to 20 games in its 
second season. As of early February, the 
Salina squad was 7-11. 

“The entire campus has contributed 
to the basketball team’s success,” 
Jackson said. “There are a few clubs 
that tailgate for games, and the campus 
dance team, the Spirit Cats, perform 
at halftime. Students from other club 
teams — including baseball, soccer and 

other sports — help run the concession 
stands, the shot clock, and with any 
other areas of the game where we need 
assistance. Everyone pitches in.”

Kalen Fitch, a senior aviation 
maintenance major from South 
Haven, Kan., has enjoyed not only the 
opportunity to get back on the court 
and compete, but also the real-world 
business experience he’s gained as the 
club’s president, handling everything 
from financials to event coordination.

“I came from a 1A high school, from 
which very few players are recruited 
to play in college, so I was excited 
when I was asked to help start a club 
team,” Fitch said. “There’s a lot more to 
sporting events than just playing ball, 
something I never realized until I got 
involved in this program.”

William Jones, a senior technology 
management major from Cusseta, Ala., 
is taking the lead as the media and 
technology guru for the team, applying 
skills gained from his studies to the 
entire club sports program at K-State 
Salina.

“We’re planning to stream games 
live online and incorporate play-by-
play commentary as well as player 
and coach interviews hopefully in 
2012,” Jones said. “And we’ll be able 
to use it for other club sports, too. It’s 
amazing to look back and see what an 
amazing transition this campus has 
gone through in the last two and a half 
years.”

Jackson, himself a former college 
athlete, is proud of the team’s growth 
over the past three seasons — but 
also of its tremendous academic 
accomplishments. It’s simply a love 
of the game that drives the players to 
compete and pursue success both in the 
classroom and on the court.

“Our guys want to get out there and 
compete at a high level — but they still 
put their education first,” Jackson said. 
“And to see campus and community 
come together and embrace this team 
has been simply amazing. It’s been a 
wonderful way to enhance student life 
and instill pride in K-State Salina.” 


