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ethe fine art of 
   Kim Casebeer

By Andrew Zender ’05
Art cour tesy of Kim cAseBeer

The 1992 K-State alumna finds inspiration 
for her artwork in the great outdoors

Flint Roade
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Make no mistake — some of the world’s most 
magnificent, awe-inspiring scenes are found 
right here in America. Artists have used millions 

of brushstrokes to capture the snowy, serrated slopes of 
Colorado, the jagged, sun-scorched mesas of the Southwest 
and burnt-burgundy trails weaving through charred forests. 
The spaces that move and inspire us are as diverse and 
beautiful as the people with whom we share the world. They 
speak to each person differently. 

From the darkest corners of our country to the brilliant 
golden pastures, new vantage points of the natural world 
remain to be discovered, observed and re-created on the 

canvas. To Kim Casebeer ’92, the product 
of a fourth-generation farming family, it’s 
the vast, wide-open spaces that ignite her 
creative spark and provide the inspiration 
for her oils and pastels that depict some of 
America’s most gorgeous landscapes.

And yet within the expanse of a Kansas 
prairie or a desolate sunset in Arizona, 
she captures precise, pristine details: the 
playful dance of light darting in and out 
of a sunlit valley at dawn; the thick trunk 

of a sycamore and the way its roots disappear into the soil 
to escape the shaded surface of the earth; serene, rippling 
reflections shimmering in a lake.

Having grown up in a small farming community on the 
edge of the Flint Hills in Marion County, Kan., Casebeer has 
always been linked to the land, storing in her subconscious 
bits and pieces of images of the world in which she spent 
countless hours playing as a child.

“Growing up on a farm, you’re always looking to the 
skies for rain or for nice weather — it’s such a big part of 
life,” Casebeer said. “Those types of situations helped me 
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appreciate the landscape. It’s been a part of my life for a long 
time.”

Following her graduation from K-State, she cut her teeth 
in the world of print shops, ad agencies and freelance graphic 
design work, reserving her painting and drawing for the 
weekends. It was in 2002 — 10 years after graduating — that 
she made the leap to full-time artist. 

Using Topeka, Kan., as her home base, Casebeer gathers 
her material by traveling and painting throughout Kansas 
and the western United States. She begins her work with plein 
air (painting outdoors) studies, creating small sketches or 
paintings that she’ll often re-create in larger formats. 

“I feel the best way to paint a subject is ‘from life,’” 
Casebeer said. “You get the right colors, values and feeling for 
something when you’re right in front of it. It allows me to get 
a feel for where the piece can go.”

Casebeer’s award-winning work is featured in many 
private, corporate and museum collections throughout the 
country, in galleries in Arizona, Kansas, Missouri, New 
Mexico, Oregon and Wyoming — and has earned her 
Signature Member status in the Oil Painters of America and 
the Pastel Society of America. She also conducts multiday 
workshops, which she says are often the best opportunities 
for budding artists to broaden their perspective on creative 
possibilities in their work.

“I’ve learned so much from workshops,” Casebeer said. 
“They’re great for meeting other artists and networking. 
You never know what contacts you’ll make and what future 
opportunities they could offer.

“But to really be successful, you have to keep practicing, 
like a great athlete or a musician. It takes a while to achieve 
what you want to achieve. You have to be enthused about it 
and truly love what you’re doing. That’s what it takes.” 


